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west of Negapatam, a line following a circuitous route runs to
DharjisKkodi the nearest point to Ceylon.
The Eastern Bengal system runs north from Calcutta, having
as its territory the land between the Ganges and the Brahmaputra.
An eastern extension touches the Brahmaputra opposite the ter-
minal point of part of the Assam-Bengal railway, the main line of
which runs from Chittagong across the Surma valley and the Khasi
Mils. Both lines carry jute, rice, and tea.
The chief Burmese railways start from Rangoon. One follows
the valley of the Irrawaddy as far as Prome; while the other, making
its way north by the Sittang, strikes the Irrawaddy at Mandalay,
whence lines ran north to Myitkyina, and north-east to Lashio.
Teak and rice are the chief goods carried.
The difference in gauge on which, as a result of geographical and
historical conditions, the chief lines in India have been constructed,
is a serious drawback, which it has so far been found impossible
to remedy. The East Indian, Oudh and Rohilkhand, Bengal and
Nagpur, North-Western, and Great Indian Peninsular lines are
constructed on a gauge of five feet six inches, while the other lines
wMch have been mentioned are either wholly or partly on the metre
gauge. Present railway policy in India is directed to connecting
as far as possible the different systems which have the same
gauge.
COMMERCE between Europe and India has existed from very
early tiniest but its character has undergone various important
changes. When trade was carried on by routes partly overland,
and even for a considerable time after the discovery of the seaway
by the Cape, the chief articles sent from or to India were, in
proportion to their bulk, of high value : and spices, gems, silks, and
calicoes exported were paid for by imports of the precious metals.
With the improvement of communication, both by land and sea,
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and with the develop-
ment of the resources of India under British rule, trade became
more diversified as it became possible to export and import goods
of a less valuable nature. At the present time the exports are
such as might be expected from a country in which the vast majority
of the people are engaged in agriculture, while manufactured goods
constitute the bulk of the imports.